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[bookmark: _Hlk7425205]Sir Doug Nicholls Round Background
Sir Doug Nicholls Round provides an opportunity to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, culture and history and the invaluable contributions Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have made to Australian Football. 
Season 2021 marks the 15th year the AFL has celebrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. The Round will be celebrated across Rounds 11 and 12 of the Toyota AFL Premiership Season beginning with ‘Marngrook at the SCG’ between Sydney and Carlton Friday 28th of May followed by the annual Dreamtime at the ‘G match between Essendon and Richmond on Saturday night. The GIANTS will celebrate Sir Doug Nicholls Round with away game against Brisbane at the Gabba. During the second week of the SDNR the Swans will play St Kilda at Marvel and the GIANTS will have a bye. 

Local Community Club Celebrations of Sir Doug Nicholls Round
This year we hope our community football clubs will continue to celebrate Indigenous Round at this time in partnership with their local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community by incorporating a range of activities from the below guide. 
New Engagement
· Delivering an Acknowledgement of Country
· Asking a player to speak about the significance of Indigenous Round to them
· Inviting an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander community member to speak to the football club at a training session or on game day
Increased Engagement
· Inviting a local Elder to do a Welcome to Country
· Holding a smoking ceremony or inviting a local dance group/didgeridoo player
· Wearing an Indigenous themed guernsey developed by local artists
· Inviting Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander guest speakers/players to share a story about why Indigenous Round is important or to share any particular stories about the local area
· Incorporating signage to acknowledge traditional custodians at club venues 

Partnerships and Local Initiatives
· Partner with a local Indigenous organisation or Indigenous program e.g. local Aboriginal Medical Service or Youth Program
· Running a fundraiser (sports equipment drive/raffle) to raise funds for an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander charity such as the GO Foundation
· Identify a social justice/important Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issue and raise awareness about the issue with the broader community

Support across the Round

· For any support or help please contact AFL NSW/ACT Diversity Partner Mark Leavy on mark.leavy@afl.com.au or 0468 963 600

Guidelines and Protocols
Acknowledgement of Country and a Welcome to Country
There are over 250 different Aboriginal language groups in Australia. An important protocol for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples for thousands of years was to request permission to enter someone else’s Country. A Welcome to Country is delivered by Traditional Owners to welcome visitors to their country. An Acknowledgement of Country is an opportunity for anyone to show a sign of respect for the Traditional Owners of the Country an activity is taking place on. 
Welcome to Country Process
Contact the Local Aboriginal Land Council or the Local Aboriginal Community Organisation. Tell them that your local football club is holding an event for Indigenous Round and ask if they have an Elder who can perform a Welcome to Country before the game. They may ask you to fill in a booking form and it may come with a fee.
Deliver an Acknowledgement of Country 
General: I’d like to begin today by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today. I would also like to pay my respects to Elders past and present. 
Specific: I’d like to begin today by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today, the (people) of the (nation) and pay my respects to Elders past and present. 
Engagement Ideas
1. Reach out to any Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander players/officials/administrators in your local football club to seek advice/suggestions about how your local football club should celebrate Indigenous Round 
2. Reach out to key Shire/Council Aboriginal liaison officers to ask if they can provide advice/assistance on who to engage with from the local community for Indigenous Round
3. Engage with local Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisation to seek their support for Indigenous Round
a. Aboriginal Health Worker at the Local Aboriginal Medical Service
b. Receptionist at Local Aboriginal Land Council
c. Receptionist or Community Engagement worker at Aboriginal Community Organisation
d. Aboriginal Community Working Party
e. Aboriginal Education Officer/Liaison Officer at local school 
Key messaging/requests
· We are hosting a round for our local football club to celebrate Indigenous Round which aligns to AFL’s celebrations and is about celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, culture and the invaluable contributions of Indigenous players to Australian Football.
· Indigenous Round will be an opportunity for our local football club to learn more about the history of our region and build better relationships with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
· We would love to invite members of the local community attend our day, support the event or speak to our players and fans at the game
AFL NSW/ACT, Level 1, Building 220, Bent St, Moore Park 2021 (located within Entertainment Quarter)
www.aflnswact.com.au
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